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SROSTATE November 1h, 1953 
POA/W 
i TOUSFO 201 
CONFIDRNTIAL 
~~ 


Sent FOA/W _rptd info Dhahran from Jidda, 

USPOTO 113, fwbaesy and USAOM feel initial contact with Sultan 
Muscat should be made by ConGen Dhahran not repeat not accompanied by 
FOA representative due to (1) little likelihood General @greenent will 
be signed but only discussed, (2) possibility that sending of US miesion 
to Muscat at this time, particularly if it received yublicity, might 
have unfortunate repercussions on present Saudi - British boundary 
negotiations. During initial visit ConGen cen ascertain and evaluate 
nature of several projects of interest to Sulten, When general apreement 
ready for signature Director USAQM accompanied by technician to be assigned 
con proceed to Muscat for actus] signing agreement and et same tine negotiate 
and execute agreement covering one or two projects confined to coastal areas 
in total emount not to exceed $100,000 FYSy funds, such project(s) not to 
involve underground resources, 
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SRESTATE November 14, 1953 
FOR" 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Sent FOA/W TOUSFO 201 rptd info Dhahran USOM 1é from Jidda. 

USFOTO 113. Embassy and USAOM feel initial contact with Sultan 
Muscat should be made by ConGen Dhahran not repeat not accompanied by 
FOA representative due to (1) little likelihood General Agreement will 
be sighed but only discussed, (2) possibility that sending of US Mission 
to Muscat at this time, particularly if it received publicity, might 
have unfortunate repercussions on present Saudi - British boundary 
negotictions, During initial visit ConGen can ascertain and evaluate 
nature of several projects of interest to Sultan. When general agreement 
ready for signature Director USA accompanied by technician to be assigned 
can proceed to Muscat for actual signing agreement and at same time negotiate 
and execute ajreement covering one or two projects confined to coastal areas 
in total amount not to exceed £100,000 FY5y funds, such project(s) not to 


involve underground resources, 
CORS ON 


HJCorson/JJJones/wbg 
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PRIORITY (Security Classification) f 5 
FOREIGN SERVICE DESPATCH Figuach 
com AMGONSULATIE, KUWAIT ee 





DESP. NO. 
TO H THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON. eee & 953 L 


rer; + ‘Deptel 9, October 16, 1953 






‘1 ADSER, *TR, DDM, DINES, EXSEC, GC, MA, MRSR, ONEA, PERS, NEAP, ¥ 
N DEE Se TEER d : 
tite STATE, BAGHDAD-3, BEIRUT-3, DAMASCUS-3, JID: 
Bi) fh DED Rp 
suasect; POINT IV AID FOR MUSCAT 
FOA-65W 
In the Department's telegram referred to above, regarding the authorization of 
Consul General Bishop's successor to negotiate a general technical assistance agree- 
nent with Museat, comments were requested. The Constilate in Kuwait has already 
passed its comments informally to Vice Consul NOEL of the Dhahran Consulate General 
who was visiting Kuwait two weeks ago. To those informal coments the Consulate 
would only add a general note of caution that FOA personnel be discouraged from 
visiting Kuwait, As the Department is aware, even a casual recreational vialt to 
Kuwait by FOA personnel would be subject to misinterpretation by the British, the 
Kuvaitis, and the surrounding Arab countries. £ 
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Harrison M, 8 
American Consul 
Department please pouch copies to: London 
Aden 
Dhahran 
Arab capitals 
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POL; SBOSTATS WASHINGTON bi, Oebober 16, 1953 
», — USFOTO 3 
CONFIDENTIAL ooo ry, October 17, 1953 
"3230 PM 


Sent Dhahran 76 from Dulles repeated information Jidda USFON™ 113 
Kuwait 9 from Dulles Aden 16 from Dulles 


Your despatch MS, poushed sidia, Kuwait, Aden, 

In view Bishop departure for October 15 successor will ‘be authorized 
negotiate general technical assistance greoment Muscat as outlined 
Deptel 589 April 16, Department considering possibility FOA representa 
tive accompany Congul General Muscat provide detailed informat ion 


and assist negotiation agreement, Comments requested, 
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Distribution: | 
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WITH THE COMPLIMENTS 
a OF 
& BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S EMBASSY, 
JEDDA 


Thare has recently been much comment in various 

papers about incidents in the Buraini, Oasis, 

The following background information may prove 
of interest: 

The Buraimi oasis consists of cight villages, six of which belong to 
the Sheilh of Abu Dhabi while two are sitwted in territory administered by 
the Sultan of iiuscat, Ti oasis is situated 100 miles outside tho frontiors 
claimed by the Sawli Arabian Government in 1935. since then, Saudi yrabia 
has claimed more and muro territory until King “on Saud is now Claiming the 
whole of the oasis, 

In 1951, it was agood that no armed forces (or oil companios) should 
enter the area until the rival claims to the oasis had been sotiled by the 
Saud}, Arabian Goverment and the British Goverment - ropresenting tho sheilch 
of Abou Dhabi. and, at his request, the Sultan of Muscate 

But in 1952, a Saudi official, Turki bin Ataishan, entered Buvaind with 
an armed forces The Sheiichs appealed to the British Government for help, 
{he Sultan of Muscat asked the British Government to protost to the Saudi 
Arabian Goverment and roguested the withdrawal of tho Saudi Arabian forces. 
The Saudi, jrabian Goverment rofused and a British force was moved to the 
part of the oasis belonging to the gheikh of Abu Dhabi, whilo tho Sultan 
of Muscat took steps to orotect his own intorests. 

In a statoment, published in tho local press on the 2nd of May, th 
Sultan of Muscat and the Shoikh of Abu Dhabi declared that Britain was a 
Loyal friend, cndcavowring tc vvotoct tho well-lknowm rights of Abu Dhabio 

In October 1952, in avier to propare for a sottlemont, tho British 
Goverment, acting on behalf of tho Sultan of Muscat and tho Sheikh of Abu 
Dhabi, agrocd to a standstill agrooment which provided for a cessation of 
activitios by both sides and for a resumption af negotiations, Yot, in 
March 1953, tho Saudi, jrabian Government had still not replied to the offor 
of arbitration and Turki. continued his activitics. The British Governnent, 
therefore, rescrved coimlete frecdom of action and, while keoping open the 
offer of arbitration, noved small British forces into the areas Tho object 
was to assist the rightful rulors to adninister thoir land in the face of 


Saudi, intorforonce, There was no intention of attacking tho Saudi forcoite 


In July, the British Govermnent inforred tho gaudi, Arabion Goverment 
that Tucki had no right in Buraimi and warncc thom that nobody would be 
ellowed to visit hin and that his supplics would be turned back, thew; 
neagucos Gil not affect tho local inhabitants :s thore are adequate BUDD dns 
whibin the casise However, any hardship or inconvenicncd that might be 
caused was ontirely the responsibility of thos? who woro responsible for 
Turlci.ts conducts 

‘ho Gaedi Arabian Government have at last agrocd to the British guvorn- 
meat s provosal Zor arbitration, But thore is still no agrocnont rey: rding 
prolininury arrangononts in the orca which wozld allow impartial procecdings 
to nezino 
i Porcige Office Coxmont On Tho Last Incidenis. 

voover soe incidents occwred in the asis recently, to vaich sane 
attention hee been paid in the local press, ,sked to comment on “hese a 
Forsign Offiec spokesman gave a detailed accom of happenings in 3uraini, 

He said that during the early morning of september 15, a party of 
orved tribesmen attempted to enter the villag’ of Hamasa and were intercepted 
by 2 patwol of the Trucial Oman levics who mlled upon thei to halic 

mho trikesmon opened fire and the levivs retaliatod in self-sfence, 


‘2 Leities Goverment are not aware a any casualties from this irst 





hy spokesman continued; "4 sucther incidont later in the ase day ims 
MG gor Usd Jovy patrol fron tho village of Jin: was despsched to 


“> 


sogeto 9 man heading for fatasan On the patrol's approg’, the nan tinued 





ami fixed in reply to an ordor to stop. Firo was al® opemd on the patrol 
fer) Caraga. gud ja this oxwhange the tribesman who Rfused to stop was hit 
tox the patrol hei returned to Jimi, a force Btinated at about 100, 
gyparcntly wearing some wypo of unifarn, advanced fy Hatasa towards the 
jin pest da a throateniag tanner and the post's deiders, who mmbered w'ty 


soven, were forced to open fire in ordor to avoid beg overruns _ 
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